Expression of HECA-452 antigen correlates with disease relapse in mycosis fungoides.
To determine the expression of HECA-452 epitope in mycosis fungoides (MF), assess whether its expression increases in relapsed MF compared with nonrelapsed MF and determine the potential prognostic relevance of HECA-452 expression. HECA-452 expression was evaluated by immunohistochemistry in a consecutive series of 20 MF. In all patients we evaluated the disease-free survival rate according to HECA-452 expression in a univariate analysis. We found a low expression in 5 MF (25%), a moderate expression in 8 MF (40%) and a high expression in 7 MF (35%) in the intraepidermal area. All patients were disease-free after appropriate therapy. Four of 20 patients (20%) relapsed within 2 years. HECA-452 expression significantly correlated with disease relapse in these patients. In fact, among the 7 patients whose lesions had a high expression, 4 had a disease recurrence (57%), whereas 0 of 13 (0%) with a low or moderate expression relapsed (p < 0.05). HECA-452 expression correlates with disease relapse in MF. Correlation with disease progression suggests that HECA-452 could be of prognostic relevance in the early stage of mycosis fungoides.